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be justified or not" (p. v). All the conventions then adopted were pub- 
lished in English ten years ago in the appendix to the present reviewer's 
translation of Meili. They are also fully discussed in the compendious 
new edition of Burge's Colonial and Foreign Law, not to mention many 
articles in legal periodicals here and in England. 

Arthur K. Kuhn. 

The West in the Diplomacy of the American Revolution. (University of 
Illinois Studies in the Social Sciences, II, Nos. 2 and 3.) By Paul 
Chrisler Phillips, Assistant Professor of History in the University 
of Montana. Urbana: University of Illinois. 1913. pp.247. $1.25. 

As a field of historical investigation, the diplomacy of the American 
Revolution is by no means virgin soil, nor has the question of the West 
been neglected in the study of the negotiations leading to the treaty of 
1783. Dr. Phillips nevertheless suspected that intensive methods might 
discover fertile areas unexhausted by previous harvests. He has sub- 
jected the printed and manuscript materials of England, France, and 
the United States to a minute and critical re-examination; and, except in 
the highly improbable contingency of a considerable mass of new mate- 
rials coming to light in the future, the finality of his study is not likely 
to be questioned. This is the chief contribution of the book; it proves 
unmistakably that the field has been exploited to the very margin of 
utility. 

To some extent the book is a rehabilitation of Vergennes. No less 
than fifteen times we are told, in some form, that Vergennes had no 
desire to restrict the western limit of the colonies, or their navigation 
of the Mississippi. In the end, however, the insistence of Spain, and 
misapprehension of the importance which the Americans attached to 
those questions, caused him to support the Spanish demands. To quote 
from the preface, "Vergennes himself did not regard his policy towards 
the West as unfriendly to his ally, or as inconsistent with the terms of 
the treaty of alliance, and, at no time, did he attempt to conceal his 
views. The evidence shows beyond doubt that he was conceding to the 
United States all he thought they had a right to claim." The author 
thinks, on the whole, that we lost rather than gained when Jay and 
Adams browbeat the venerable Franklin into approving the separate 
negotiation with England. This, he thinks, was exactly what Shelburne 
wanted, and what he was quite ready to pay for, the price being Canada, 
until the Americans made the mistake of offering it on their own account. 
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Quoting again from the preface, "The greatness of Franklin as a dip- 
lomat appears in a new light when it is understood that, but for the 
obstinacy of Jay and Adams, he would have obtained for his country 
the richest parts of Canada." The evidence supporting this conclusion, 
however, is merely the desire of Shelburne to detach the Americans from 
France, and Oswald's informal remark to Franklin that he thought "the 
affairs of Canada would be settled to [your] satisfaction." 

This review has an ungracious tone, despite the reviewer's apprecia- 
tion of the obvious thoroughness of Dr. Phillips's work — for no one can 
doubt his thoroughness and painstaking care. That the law of diminish- 
ing returns was superior to such efforts has been his misfortune rather 
than the fault of his industry. 

Eugene C. Barker. 

he doppie imposte in diritto internazionale. Gabriele Salviole. Naples: 
Luigi Pierro & Figlio. 1914. pp. iv, 93. Price Lire 2. 

The question of double taxation in international law is considered in 
this pamphlet. It is one which may conceivably have considerable prac- 
tical importance as part of a general scheme of equitable taxation, but 
the doubt arises at the outset whether international law is capable of 
furnishing any rule or guidance in the matter, and this doubt is not 
altogether dispelled. 

It is mainly in relation to succession taxes and income taxes that the 
possibility of double taxation arises, and it frequently no doubt has its 
origin in the diverse points of view of the several nations in reference to 
the particular impost in question, — is it real or personal; does it attach 
to the property taxed or to the taxable person? 

It would certainly be desirable to find some fair criterion which would 
be acceptable to all civilized nations. Until the present, practice has 
been hopelessly inconsistent, governed indeed by two factors only, — the 
practicability of reaching any particular kind of property for taxation, 
and, where intelligent foresight has exercised its full influence, the danger 
of driving capital out of the country. 

The comparative importance of the bond of domicile and of citizen- 
ship, the locality of the property or the capital from which it is derived, 
and of the juridical relations of its owner, all enter into the question. 

The taxation of real property is almost universally governed by local- 
ity, and the author's own opinion seems to be in favor of applying the 
same criterion in general to personalty, but he admits that recent legis- 



